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Change Service Requested

It’'s Savannah December 4 - 7

My wife and I spent a night in Myrtle
Beach in late fall, seeing the Christmas
Show ar the Alabama Theatre.

The following moming we breakfasted
with friends and then headed south along
the swampbordered highways with
Savannah as our objective. We checked in
with the Tourist Bureau and visited sever-
al hotels, staying that night in a new
Radisson Hotel there (we were ina
Radisson in Covington last year.)

But after traveling around the city and
in considerarion of all things, we again
opted for the Marriott Riverfront, Many
of you were with us in 1998 ar our previ-
ous Savannah visitation, and once again
well find 1ts spaciousness, its decor (all
new room furmniture) and its food to your
liking,

Savannash can be a precty sticky area in
the fall, and we finally have selecred
December 4 to 7 as our dares there. A
Marriotr registration form can be found

on page §.

Marty Lenaghan, the son of a 306er
now decessed, will-serve as our on=site
chairman. Some of us are gerring a bit
long in the tooth for thar assignment, and

wihie crre of our @orive children valun-

i o o> daciger ol o

Hightightine Cur schedule once again
il ey Ao e aloa Bag
Tomoe Sharseare o o Tax end ol Toe

Savannah Aamport and ar B AL on -

55, The area arcund “our” museum has

Se, you thought the Thurleigh Airﬁ you onca kmew had disappeared? Some of the elements still remain, even in the middle of things. This is a piciure of the prindpol driving course now operating there, but just to the left of center

NC 28205
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grown quite a bit since our previous visit
and there are small hotels right there' But
they lack many of the things we like in
hotels so were passed over ar this time. If
you drap in for your own visit at the
museum some time you will find ample
places in which to stay. Bur this rime we
will take buses from our hotel to the
museum and back. We hape to be able o
develop a round trip feature that will per-
mit some of the wives perhaps to make
their ritual visit and then find time for
other activities in downtown Savannah.

Many arrangements are yer to be made,
and you will learn mare about our acrivi-
ties in the April, July and October issues
of Echoes. Now it can be time for you to
make your hotel reservation, and then to
encourage your 306ch friends, other fans
of the 306th and the Sth, and your chil-
dren, grandchildren etc to make plans for
Savannah in the nice weather of the lare
fall season on the sourheastern coast of
the L. 5,

See you in Savannah in ‘03!
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Edward K. Fox, 369th engineer and now
a tesident of Seminole, FL, is the current
president of the Second Schweinfurt
Memarial Association, succeeding Bud
Klint, In that past, Fox follows | B. Noack,
his 369th pilot by two years. In fact, Fox
was flying that 14 Ocr 43 mission with
Noack in one of our five rerurning planes,

Fox was badly wounded thar day, went to
the Ind General Hospital on retumn and was
later transferred to the U. S. for continting
reatment.

This is an anthology, and has come to
the 306th Library through the good offices
of George (. Roberts 367th radioman. He
wrote to pieces in the book: “A Home
Away from Home” and “Royalty Christens
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Fox elected to Lead SSMA

Presenration of the Distinguished Service

Cross was made in May 1944 at the Deshon
General Hospital, Butler, PA, but as he was
long gone from the 306th, information
about the award was never connected to the
306th until a story appeared in Echoes in
July of 1988, some 44 years after he had
received the medal. Fox is one of six to have
received the medal during WWIL

Also continuing to serve the SSMA is
George G. Roberts, 367th radio operator,
has had several terms as treasurer.

a Forrress,” Raoy
Trask, 423:d,
authored “A
Task for Trask.”
Three natives
are listed among
the KIA%:
Buford Branum
4231d, Herbert
O Bdelstein

MIEHT? EIEHTH
LAIR FUHI?Ep

- MUSEUM;

42314, One of
ours was on the

PO list: William V. Harris 4231,

is o portion of our 24 runway, and dropping siraight down from thed is a portion of one of the short cross runwoys. The sirip below shows some the gorage orea which is now on the Thuriuh seang




Obituaries

Charles W. Armuth, 369th waist gun
ner | Ethan Allen crew) died in Aug
2002, He came to the Group 15 May
44 and complered his combat tour,
departing § Sep 44,

Rex C. Barber, first sergeant of the
369th Squadron, died 20 Dec 2002 in
Syracuse, U'T. He came to the 306th 1
Apr 42, and left in Jan 44, graduating
from OCS in Ap 44. From then on he
was assigned to the Air Service Group
in China. He was also on active duty in
Korea. Barber worked in a Job Corps
Center for 30 years, and owned a pub-
lic accounting business in Syracuse. He
also served as mayor of Syracuse for
cight vears. In 1992 he took a 306th
group to Scotland following the Group
reanion in England. He leaves his wife,
Delsa; 2¢, Sge, Seec,

Andrew L. Graham, 423rd bom-
bardicr and POW (Loval Felts® crew);
died 5 Mar 02 in Polaski, VA, where
he had worked and also served as
mayor. He was on Felts® original crew,
and went down on a mission to St
Nazaire. After release he went to
Virginia Tech, graduating in 1948,
Unril 1986 he was with Appalachian
Power Co., retiring as marketing and
customer service manager. Andrew was
also a town councilman for 24 vears
and mayor from 1994 to 1997. He
leaves his wife, Elrica, 2c, 4g¢.

Richard D. Holt, an original ground
officer with the 367th Squadron, died
26 Sep “98 in Durham, NC. On orders
o Bachmemd, WA, and dhen ovetseas,

s pame disappeared from our
reconds. Fle earned s BS ar NCSel/

in 1948, and redred as physical plant
direcror at the state’s John Umstead
Hospital.

Renato P. Tafrate, 36%9th ball turret

gunner (Harvey Ryder crew), died in
mid-Dec 98 in Smichfield, Rl. He
arrived with the group 13 Dec 44 and
flew through the end of the war. He
became a skilled sharpener of hockey
skates and was much in demand by

e

Leland Kessler, president; Anthony J. Conroy,
vice president; Russell A. Strong, secretary;
Robert M. Houser, treasurer; Royee Hophins,
Williarm F. Houlihan, Hugh E. Phelan,
Frederick P. Sherman, directors; Lowell W.
Burgess, past president.

Ralph Franklin, British representative,
Mational School Cottage, Keysoe, Beds,,
MK44 2HP. England; Telephone from U5
011-44-1234-T08715,

306th Echoes is published four times annualky:
January, April, July and October; and 15 mailed
frag of charge to all known addresses of 306th
personnel, 1942-45, Cantributions in support of
this effort may be remitted o the Ireasurer,

SECRETARY/EDITOR:
Handles all changes of address, editorial com-

ments and records:
Russell A. Strong, 5323 Cheval PL,
Charfotte, NC 28205, Phaone 704/5658-3803.

Russell.a strong3 nE@worldnet.att.nat
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college and professional teams. He
leaves his wite, Mary, 2c, 3gc, 2ggc.

James A Laine, 367th bombardicr
(Joseph Downing crew) and POW (w.
John Ryan), died 1 Nov 02 in

Snellville, GA. He joined the Group 12

Dec 42 on one of the very early
replacement crews, and was MIA 6

Mar 43 on a St. Nazaire raid. After the

war he spent 30 years with Gulf Oil,
retiring in 1982 as real estate director,
Laine then lived in Bradenton and
leaves 1s.

Harold E. Lightbown, 369th radio
operator (John Howard crew), and
later 2 gunnery officer in the 384’h
BG, died 10 Dec 02 in Wakefield, MA,
where he had lived since his retirement
from his own printing business. He
was the 49th EM to complete a com-
bar rour 10 Jul 43. In his later vears he
was an ardent supporter of youth soc-
cer. Harold was a regular reanion
attendee and leaves his wite, Arlene,
3¢, 7pc.

Edward J. Lindsay, 423rd pilot, died
of cancer in May 83 in Buffalo, NY,
He completed his 35 missions in Feb
45, having arrived 12 Sep 44. Lindsay
later worked for Carton Craft in
Buffalo, and leaves his wife, Eileen, 2c¢,
2gc.

Raymond W. Litka, 368th gunner
(Lester Evans crew), died 24 Sep 02 in
Siouy Falls, 8D, His home was in
Jasper, MM, where he had been a
mechame for Yobhm Deere, Fle arrived
with the 306th 27 Diec 44, and few
during the rest of the war. He had a
leg amputated a year before his death,
and never fully recovered. He leaves
his second wife, Beulah, 4¢, 5gc, 2

gEC.

Jack R Martin, 423rd electrician, died

1 MNov (02 in Portland, OR. He leaves
his wife, Eva, 3d, 6gc, 6ggc.

H. Eenneth McCaleb, 367th naviga-
tor (James Parks’ crew) and POW (w.
William Bisson), died 8 Oct 02 in

0.K,, Here's the Scoop! They are all 423rd And th
hide any longer in anonymity. A small picure in the
only non-flyer in this group. Back rowe: Robert L. Na
rowr-John L 0'Brien P Jacoh L Quintis CB Alfred Ashton

Finkelstein N. Front row William L. Ryan B., James G. Seymour Ei? Jam
John Horkulic B and Excapt for Ken, they were members of the O'Brien,

gives us two more bombardiers than we needed!

served successively on the stoker detail,
on the gas tank replacement crew, and
as an assistant crew chief. Keith came
to the 306th May 43 and departed in
Jan 46, He was a morncian. Keith
leaves his wife, Readae, 2¢, 4gc, 3gge.

Thomas A. Nagy, 423rd crew chief,
died 30 Dec 02 in Perryopolis, PA. He
leaves his wife, Phyllis.

Oliver J. (Snapper) Nasby, 423rd tail
gunner (John Baldwin crew), was
killed 3 Aug 2002 when the motorcy-
cle he was driving hit a deer near
Liberty, IL. After going back to col-
lege, he reversed course, reentered the
Air Force and became a bomber pilot.

He flew missions in the Korean affray,
Tle teaves Wis wife, Darene, 3¢, 3gc.

Henry B. Osterhoudt, 369th gunner
(Clifford McBride crew), died 1 Mar

02 in Orlando, FL. He came to com-

bat 25 Feb 44 and completed his tour
in late June.

Orlie Parker, Jr, DDS, died 5 Jan 03
in North Little Rock, AR. He was in
the original Group, arriving at
Wendover, UT, 3 Apr 42, and holding
a variety of clerical jobs in the 368th
Squadron. After service he attended

ey all lived in the infamous DINGLEBERRY HALL! They can't
editor’s file had everyone named except for ane person, the
bors Nav, Charles E. Jordon N, Fred A. Brockway N. Middle

B, Ken Herbster ground officer, Harold Fossum & William

AR Tech, Rhodes Univ, and the
UTenn Dental College. He had recent-
ly been honored by the Arkansas
Dental Society for having spent 50
years as a licensed dentist. He served
on the Arkansas Constitutional

Huntsville, AL, where he had lived for
many years. He had been a mechanical
engineer for NASA. In 1939 he found-
ed the student newspaper at Missouri
Southern State College, and in 1998
he and his wife,Margaret, made a gift
to the college and founded The
McCaleb Initiative for Peace there.
Besides his wife, he leaves Is, 3ge.

Maj. Mack McKay, an original pilot
with the 423rd Squadron, died 24 Oct
02 in Los Alamitos, CA, after suffering
for an extended period with emphyse-
ma. He earned his wings with Class
41-E at Brook Fld., TX. On 20 Jan 43,

Combat Diaries of the 306th

ing plane and persinnel rosters. Plastic bound
Men of the 306th, on microfilm

os C.. Chambers B, Wilbur €. Weiland P
Fossum and Weiland crews, except that

Convention in 1979, and also served as
sergeant at arms of the Arkansas House
of Representatives and the Arkansas
Senate after retirement from his dental
practice. He leaves his wife, Christine,
4c, 10 ge.

J. Calvin Scoles, 369th radio operator
(George Schneider crew), died 12 Nov
02 in Billings, MT. He joined the
Group 29 Jun 44 and finished his tour
in Dec, He leaves his wife, Betty,

306th Family

Dorothy Franklin Cavaness, widow
of William Cavaness, 368th, died in

Moy 02 in California where she had

meen hospitaliced for some months.
Bill died 27 Dec 95 in San Antonio,
They were married in Bedford,
England, and had two children. She is
survived by a daughrter, Jane Wirtz,
who often accompanied her mother to
reunions, and 5gc. The Cavaness’ only
son died some years ago. Bill was a
master sergeant in charge of the gener-
al repair group, and he was a USAF
retiree as a chief master sergeant. He
was the 306th Association president in
1993-94,

Kitty Hulings, widow of Tom
Hulings, the last 368th CO, died 2
Oct 02, and was interred in
Provincetown, MA. Tom died & Jul 98
in Atlanta, GA, where they had long
been resident. She leaves 2c, 2gc.

306th PUBLICATIONS

Published materials now available from the Group will helg you follow the 30th through the combat period 1942-45;

Dy by ey diaries kept by ineelligence officers, of the Squadrons® combat acsivities. More than 150 papes, also includ-

prganizatiarn and as @

he took command of the 368th
Squadron and headed it untl 8 Apr

ture as an expert on B-17 combart
operations. In the States he became
director of training at a major crew
training base, once again working for
Col. J. W. Wilson, first 423rd €O,

flew with the Flying Tigers organiza-

still living, and he is also survived by
his third wife, Eldona, 10gc, 12ggc.

Keith E. Miller, 449th Subdepot,
died 9 Nov 02 in Farmland, IN. He

43, returning then to the States to lec-

Mack drove himself in that job until he
suffered a breakdown, and was given a
medical discharge 16 Apr 44. He later

tion and was an investment broker. He
and his first wife had five daughters, all

A roll of Lomm Gl duplicates the 306th card file al neardy 9,000 men, inchuding data exteacted from various A06th
records, and personal data on some of the men. 1995 edition,

Mission Reports

U‘P“* Drf,t'ﬁ,;'g] reports on cach mission you dew, including intelligence summaries, tracli charts, frmations and crew
interrogation reports, 1ac for sume missions may b missing from the Gles. Three missiones fog S%.
ORDER FORM 306t ECHOES Book $55.00___
Sept. 02 D:recun-y slooo ]
367th Combat Diary 520.00
368th Combat Diary 52000
369th Combat Diary $20000
423rd Combat Diary $2000
Casey Jones Project 510,00
Men of the 306th (16mm film) 520,00
Malke check payahle to: 306th Bomb Group Assocatin
e n {prices quoted include postage and paclaging charge)
Mailing Addess:
Send tos Secrctary, 306th BGA, 5323 Cheval PL, Charlotte, NG 28205 Jl
— o s Reds



An ldea + Pllis’ Names

+ Crew Pictures + Photo
Albums = A Book for
Reunioners to Pour Over

This all began when the editor mulled

over his large collection of combat
crews, and is now moving inta book

form after some thinking through abour

a way to-entertain a lot of peaple at

reunions, and perhaps bringing together
more and better information about com-

bar crews.

Mosk of two new photo albums he
bought a year ago will eventually be
used to hold the barrery of pictures.
Collecting crew pictures became a pro-

ject when Echoes began tunning identi-

fied crew pictures several years ago.

Sometimes there was one 'dl'i-._:l. SOMerimes

there were 20 or more, He now has

accumnulated in the neighbothood of 275

prctures, and is still looking for mote.

There were more crews than thar. Most
came to Thurleigh, learned about com-

bat Aving and flew their tour, which
might have been only I, or the more

standard totals of 25, which went to 30,

finally for the lase 10 months was 35.

Bur as we gll know these crews fluctu-

ared in their membership. Whole crews
Yguir" on-a pilor, piloes were K14 and
someone else ot a crew. New crews
were formed out of the remains of sever-

sl et Becrase of @l che changes in

e T P A o P R T P R
e emess,. wedy eavdenelon spwee. cxee, Qe

e TS A

TR AR T T s T e

R Tepalariy CARTAIRITE CTEWS oD Peto
e Francis Wangh explained that in
the early days thete were not enough
photo snappers, not encugh time, not

enough supplics, and everyone was dedi-
cated to gerting the planes into the air

and Aying the missions.
But a number of crew pictures were
shot at Thurleigh, bur spasmodically.

Others came with pictures taken at crew

training in the States. The editor can

At this writing more than 200 crew
pictures, wharever their origins may be
are reposing in the editor’s office and
these will go to Savannah in December
for your viewing, if you are there. It is a
‘trip’ to look through a hundred crew
pix and find out all of the things that
could happen when from four to ten
men, even 15 men, got together for
some snapshots.

The original pictures, which came in
all shapes and sizes, have been copied
on a Kodak Picture Maker, and then
standardized to a 5x7 format. More get

out beaurifully and emphasis is on the
people not the airplanes men are much
easier to identify. Most are horizontal,
but some are vertical. A few have the

crews in a long line and they are copied
4x10 and rhen arranged sideways on the

pages. There are two photos on each
page, regardless of size or orientation.
Perhaps best of all, each of the men
pictured is placed in a large index, so

that you can find yourself and your crew,

The pages are organized by the last
names of the figst pilots ar the time you
came to Thurleigh. Bur we have a num-

ber of crews who came into being as

A e S g pRrieey ol crewy. Somie
men do appeat o mote than one picture

W VT Ve ooy at Nenst ome petsot
whno W e found v doree photos,

Vnpictared crews may also e Listed in

the book but if you renew a search for a
long missing crew picture, and are suc-
cesstul, we will be able to work it into

son. Some crew chiefs are included

along with mechanics and armorers, and
a few passersby who were invited in, or

just jumped in front of the camera. At

blown up than reduced. The copies turn

B N .

the book. A number of the pictures are
not just limited to flying crews. There is
at least one wife pictured and one small

precry well spot the ones shot at
Alexandria, LA. There is a sameness
abour them. Some enterprising first
pilots gor all of their men to a local
photographer and had a scudio portrait
made, Others were taken by someone
with a small camera. Many of them
have ground crews or other passershy
take the picrures.

this writing we have no idea how many
different men are included.

By the way, as we are trying o include
all the names, we must report that Max

Bowles, a 423rd crew chief is picrured
along with three other men on rhe
ground crew. We need to know the
names of "[im, Sad Sack and Mac."
Pleaseeecee!

ment! Your gift is tax deductible.

Dues? No! Gifts? Yes!

It does iake money fo keep the 306th Association flying. Those who
are able are asked to make an annual contribution to keep everything
running smoothly. No one is dropped from the mailing list for non-pay-

Please accept my gift to the 306th BG Association: $

NAME

STREET AND NO.

CITY, STATE & ZIP

TELEPHONE NO.
Send to:

P.O. Box 13362

Robert M. Houser, Treasurer
306th Bomb Group Association

306TH UNIT

DATE

Des Maoines, |A 50310

™ Barney Silverman CP

JAMES D CORCORAY crew = 369th
Fr: '‘Bernard Hagen oo, Frank Bisignano Eg.
Chay Kapel &, Hobt Fowler wg, NW Raskins
bt, Earl McKenna mech. Bk Nathon Gordon
B, Joho MacPherson N, James Cotcoran I,

o

LAY CORTWH, crew — I'Eﬂt .

George Eoberts ro, Cecdl Paff tg, John
Hill br, John Kelly wi.

Fr: lonn Dougberoy W, John Acker o, {:ouu
per. Be: Thomes Bovd e, William Webor WL,

i

Charles Hill wyg. Raymond

¥

agle, Wilkiain Gilbertsan, Joseph Broussard, Jesse Ellis, and Wi Feczer ¢

bl Duu.lidTum_u]hg. Riober: Siavage ro, Claude Pumam CP; Fr: Thomas Karberovsch, Row Ploeger,

B Armsirong P, Robsrt Salitmik N, Frask Yaussi B, Joseph Collets &,

Fr: Norman Nelson B, Herbert Doerr N, Bamett, unk: Bk Walter Morgan wy, Bernard Papicka wi Walter Crawford tg. David Goldberg ro, Frederick Mannello e.

JOHN BARNETT crew — 423"




Baltimore Church has
Puzzling Plaque

Bill Carlisle, a control tower officer at
Thurleigh, has lived in Baltimore for some
Vears since rerirement. There has
brought to his attention by the pastor of a
Roman Carholie Church there a rather
unigue plague wich a renuous connection
to the 306th.

Bill is shown in the picture above
perched rather high off the floor in the
sanctuary so thar he can read the plague
there. The bortom line of the inscription
reads “3060th Fleavy Bombardment Group™.

The lower picture s 5 a closeup of the

wings which are actached.
*The pastor and | would like to knew

what the connection is between this
chureh and the 306th. Who ‘
plague there? Why the

comtrimte the wi

el

Ralph and Hell Bordner-368th entertained of Covinglon, their grandsan, Capt. Ralph Bardner 11, his wile
Sariela and great-granddoughter lsabelin, Copt. Bordner is o ostronautical engineer stationed ot Wright-

Patterson AFB. Em Chrisfionson 368W is in the cenier

The Tourist: Janlce Ross sees Covirgton Brice: Robison 423rd and new wife

J:E ancers: Gypsy & Nick Hoolko
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306th Needs

Help Handling
Sales

We need he!p from SOImMeone ‘-"-'i“ing to
rake over sales of 306th merchandise a5 .
Jack Frost is no longer able 1o h:_mdl;*. .i.t all
If vou are interested please contact Bob i
Houser, our longtime treasurer.

The task includes ordering nece

W

ARV

LN

it
items, seeing up-to-date informarion |:
available for Echoes, customers are mailed
items they request, and their ¢
warded to Houser.

If interested in accepring this responsibil-
iey, contact Houser ar 2412 48tk Streer,
Dles Moines, 1A 50310 or at 315-279-4408,
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s it T, med i, e, Yoy e,
were o Uharlesion BFR 10 Sepiewine o patidpoie
in the Hotionol POW MK Becodnitton progrom. Bon
qualified by being o member of Franklin Ware's cew
4 Fab 44 when they were shot down over Germany. q - _ _
Bob and Mary Ann also inspected a new C-17 being ' 4 ! The nose of the Sally B intrudes on this array of new
dedicated on the Recognition day cars now being stored on povement ot Thurleigh

13

Royce and Molly Hopkins, at reunion banguet with Robbie Lanyon 423rd-W and Russ Houghton 368th.

g

| # - -_ s - . t Thorleigh. This wes o port of the ¢rowd of the dedication last June.
| i de of our 306th Museum @
de by side on the sl




Bailing Out,
3:41 p.m

By Myron Sorden

| overslept on my second MOFRilgE al

Thutleigh. Cne of my crew members woke

me up and told me “they” wanted me. 1

was to substitute for a navigator who had
prounded himself, and | would be the first
mission up on the rest of my regular crew.
| had no time for breakfast, but the jeep
driver taking me out to the plane gave me

a piece of coffee cake. | climbed aboard

the B-17 as one engine was being started,

and met the ropglier, Sgr. Eupene Levy,
also on his first mission. A few minutes
later we were joined in the nose by Capr.
Paul George, the Group assistant engi-
neering officer. He was an old guy of 43.
He brought some flak vests with him,
| remember seeing some P-47s over the
Channel. Also [ had taken a couple of sun
fixes and was plorring the course of our
flight. At ten thousand feet pilot Thomas
Ledgerwood said to pur on the oxygen
masks. While we were over the Channel
and approaching the coast of Holland,
(Capr. George said to pur on the flak suits.
Shortly after this | commented to
Ledgerwood over the intercom that [ had
never seen so many small black clouds. He
asked how many missions I had been on.
[ replied, “None,”
I heard over the intercom, “That’s flak!”
Shortly afterwards, German ME-109s
were coming through our Group, With
three men in the nose, each firing a 50
caliber machine guns, it was very noisy
andl, with the spent dhells on the foor, ®©
wias et wo stand wp. Bdter we nad efr
che fninial Poine on the way fo the rarger,
an ME- 109 came directly at our nose.
Sgt. Levy screamed, "I got him!™
The fighter blew up not too far from our
plane. Whether Levy got it, 1 cannot say,
but someone did.
Anyway at this time, Levy hit the tog-
ple switch, intentionally or accidentally,
in his exciternent. Buss Strong's history of
the 306th Group, First Over Germany, says
that all planes dropped their bombs after
the depury lead plane dropped theirs for
some unexplained reason.

Through the Eye

of the Needle

#9 of 10

Myron Sorden has authored one of
the better chapters we have brought o
you from the 306th men who appeared
its Through the Eve of the Needle, His one
day of aerial combar had mote excite-
ment than most wanted. As you will
note from the heading above, there will
be just cne more story to appear. Sorden
was the navigator on James Opdyke’s
crew, but never flew a mission with
them. He had a degree from Penn
College before the war, eamed a
Master’s from the University of lowa in
1947, became an accountant and retired
from the Simpson College faculey in
1976 because of a disability. He died 8
Jan 1996.

There will be one more tale from this
hook, that of James V. Vaughrer, who
went to prison camp 14 Ocrober 1943
and for many years has been one of the
most active members of the Second
Sehweinfurt Memorial Association.

We thank the Stalag Luft 11 organiza-
tion for its permission [0 guote from
their book. through the good offices of
Gen. Albert E Clark.

T

Top is the crew pictures

for William Winslow’s 367ch G883

Crew: Winslow, Melvin 5 L
N, Shitly Ross CP. Em's Bk:
Roht Templeton wg, Alvin

| A

Fr: Roscoe Bradley ro and F ;{.[

Edgar Rommeiss e.

—

-

A

423n: Fr: Ed Craig wg, Russ Schuetpelz bt, Louis Bagwell 1o, Bk: Harold Boker e, Phil German B, Edward Lindsay B Maurice

Benson JTale Tells NMuch

Mullens CP, Jack Cullen 1o,

We were fhe depary bead. Ouar erew nad
Yimited combar experience: There was
prlor Ledpervood on iis seventh or efelich
mission, bur his first after several months
of convalescence recovering from a bro-
ken arm. John Acker, copilot, was on his
first mission. Eugene Levy and | were on
our first. Capt. George or his second or
third mission and probably without autho-
rization for any of them. Four gunners

were from one crew, the rest of the six on
their crew were sick. 1 don't have informa-
tion on the other two gunners. My ques-
tion is: why were we flying deputy lead for
the Group!

Ower the target area a plane from our
group was there, and suddenly debris was
hitting our aircraft and that plane was
gone. Five gunners did get our alive from
a crew on their 24th mission. Our plane
was hit by rockets from an ME-110, dam-
aging one or two engines, and the Tokyo
tank on the right wing tip was streaming
fire.

After leaving the formation we became
targer practice for several fighters.
Ledgerwood said he was poing to dive and
see if he could put the fire out and maybe
shake the fighters. | can’t remember the
airspeed but do remember that 1 knew he
couldn't pull the plane our ar thar speed.
Everyone in the nose was quiet and there
wWas no Chﬂtlﬂr on EhE pl‘mne. E-‘JL"T!"GHE
was just waiting to die. | had heard thar
your life flashes before you ar times like
that. | remember only thinking of my wife
and my high school sweethearr. Gradually
the nose started to come up and we heard
the order to bail out. The B-17 was a great
plane. The fire was still with us, but the
enemy fighters were gone.

I made an entry in the log book,
"Bailing our, 3:41 p.m."

I wook off my flak suit, which had been
torn apart when | had been hit earlier by a
shell. From the position [ was standing
and rhe hole in the plane, it would proba-
bly have hit my heart. Thank you, Capt.
CGeorge, for bringing the suits. I reached
for a parachute, making sure it didn’t have

Our of the Turrer and Into Hell, by V.
Elaine Benson. 2001, Order from the
author: 1317 N Martlock St Mesa, AZ
85203, $25.00.

This is the story of Earl Benson, a mem-
oir of his youth, and then primarily is
devoted to his prison camp experience fol-
lowing the destruction of his aircraft 5
Apr 43, Kelly Ross’ crew was shot from
the skies near their arger, the Erla Works,
just outside Brussels, Belgium.,

They were not alone, as three other
crews from the Group were also shot from
the afternoon skies by Lufrwafte fighrers.
It was not as disastrous as it might have
been as 70% of crew members survived.
Also "cashing” in that day were the crews
of Robert Seelos, Clarence Fischer and
William Parker. Again, it was the Clay
Pitrons of the 367th who bore the brunt
of onslaught as three of its crews were
down, along with Seelos’ 368th crew.

But, back to this book. The early part is
concerned with Benson boyhood life with
a house full of boys. Things were noisy
and rough around rhe Benson household,
and in itself this was quite a story. All saw
service in WWII, but only Earl found the
pleasure of a two-year stint in a German

prison camp. The emphasis in this book is

of Earl’s Life

on the early and later periods of Benson’s
life as a prisoner.

The author, who is Earl's second wife,
also supplies a brief sketch of each of the
brothers, something often overlooked in
such biographies. A house full of boys can
be a rough environment and it develops a
toughness that Earl used to advantage in
the POW phase of his life.

Earl later spent another 20 years of his
life on active duty with the Air Force, and
survives to this dare,

Two factors led to this story being rold:
Elaine Benson read a brief account of the
Erla mission in Echoes, and then found
First Over Germany , which filled in a loc
more. Soon she had a tape recorder spin-
ning and she recorded many of Earls con-
versations with others about prison camp
and his early life. She interviewed orhers
to fill in gaps, and she also used the Postal
Service to contact others in Earl's past life
to fill out his history.

Earl and his brothers all came fully
equipped with rough edges, some of which
they wore off in the “combat” of family
life, and some of which also succumbed to
their service experiences.

It is an interesting addition to the lore
of the 306¢th. Thanks, Elaine.

Ay SI'!C" !'I.DEES.

When | went to the escape hatch, |
noticed it was gone and oxyeen tubes
were broken and on fire. Apparently one
of the rockers had expladed just under the
escape hatch. | hesitated going through
the fire but decided it was betrer than
blowing up in the plane. The tail gunner
didn't get our,

Before jumping, I made sure my hand
was on the rip cord. After free falling for
some rime, | couldn't believe the quiee-

ness... [ didn't even hear the engines on
our plane. | wondered for a second if the
plane had exploded and [ was in heaven,
But blue sky and white clouds were ahave
me and green landscape was far below, |
had no sensation of falling after [ was
away from the plane, so my thoughts were
on escape, | decided to delay opening the
chure and get to the ground quicker, Saon
I could see the horizon changing more so
I decided now was the time to pull the

turn fo page 7



Squadron in combat late in the w
aduca;lc-nal goals when he retumed to civil-
ian life, eaming first a degree in law and

then entering medic
asa Doctor of Medicine, 1t was in

306th Bomb Gi

Dolores Kaye, wife of Dy, Herman H

Kaye, has been honored with a wify

s gih'. '!t EI
1,000,000 to the City of Hope Nagi.
Medical Center and Beckin
Instiute In Los Angeles, CA

ational
an Research

Dr. Kaye, a member of the 423:4

AL, pursued

al school and emierging

ical field that he pursued his life “f}:{: 1::_?;-
g as the head of a large nr:;-nn'unth.}r:.

Mrs. Kaye became known to many of the
306th organization as they attended many
reunions together, including the 1992 50tk

anniversary event in England, to which they

also appended a week's trip through France.
About 75 persons were together in two

Seprember 27, 2002
U Herman Kaye
1905 Carla Ridge
Bevedy Hills, C& 90210

Dear Dr. Kaye,

buses for this event,

Her name wil] appear on a front wall of
the Helfgt‘d Clinical Research Hospital in
the meditation garden. Dolores & Herman
“'E“;: married 4 Jul 1948 and this continued
until her death 1 Jul 1998, They have three
children
. Bumuen 1946 and 1968 Dr Kaye camed
juris doctor, master of science, doctor of phi-
losophy and doctor of medicine deprees.
From 1968 until 1982 he served as chief
executive officer of Pacific Coast Medical

Enterprises, Inc., and from 1980 1o 1984 he
Was a securities commissioner for the State
of California.

Herman arrived with the Group 1 Sep 44,
completed 30 missions as a lead crew mem-
ber on 2 Mar 45, and was ransferred from
the 306th 21 Mar 45,

Thank you for your magnificent gift to City of Hope Narional Medical Cenrer
anﬂB-Eﬂkman Research Institute in the amount of ONE MILLION DOLLARS.
Please be assured that as agreed, your wife’s name will be placed on the front of
Helford Clinical Research Hospital on the meditation garden wall,

i E.m:fua'q.

Bailing Out

Continved from page &

ripcord.

Then | felr a jolt that made me think
my back was broken, | was really unhappy
and wished thar [ had stayed in the plane.
I assumed that when [ hit the ground it
would finish the back and I would be par-
alyzed.

Two fighter planes headed toward me.
That took my thoughts away from my
bhack. I tried ro take evasive action by tug-
ging on the parachute ropes bur I'm sure
that didn’t help, Instead of shooting at me
they went on either side of me and one
waved as he went past. They knew [ was-
n't going anywhere except on to the soil
of the Fatherland.

Chur plane was flying in a circle around
me and finally took a long glide into a
field below me. When [ came down in a
plawed field, T could feel the heat from
the buming B-17. By this time my back
was relaxed and the landing was not bad.

After rolling over when | hit the ground
and struggling to get the parachute under
control, | gathered the chute in my arms
and went into some woods. About this
time there were screams from children,
and looking roward them it was evident
that they were warching the parachutes
eome down, | counted six before gomg

1 callled you but your housckeeper told us that you were at an Airfurce i{wﬂiﬂﬂ

deeper into the woods. | got out the
escape kit and put some sulfa powder on
cuts on thumb and knee. | tore a strip of
my handkerchief to wrap around the
thumb and put a band aid on my leg.

I knew thar we were southwest of
Bremen and | should be near the Holland
border. I was very thirsty, and as it was
beginning to get dark, I started walking
west, About fifteen minutes later | came
upon a stream. | took the pouch from the
escape kir and filled it and rock a drink. |
couldn't wait for the pills to work. 1 did
use them when [ refilled the bag ro carry. 1
figured the water was safe hecause cows
were drinking downstream. Just before
dark 1 saw some carrots in 2 garden, so
one became my dinner. Most of the dirt
came off.

Now | was getring more confidence and
I walked on to the next road. So far | had
not seen a human. It was moanlit and |
saw @ person coming on a bicyele. | could-
n't get out of sight so [ kepr going, with a
passing thought of trying to get the bicy-
cle from her. All went well until I was

approaching a village. _

Two soldiets met me, and said somie-
thing I didn’t understand.

[ answered, “Ya."

They went on.

With blackout the village was as dark as
the countryside. Shortly after passing .
through the village, [ saw a truck coming.

| got in a ditch and it passed, With head-
lights blacked out except for a small hole,
they didn’t have much vision except
straight ahead. | continued along the road
until coming to a T-road, so then 1 started
ACTOSS COUNTY again.

Clouds were moving in and 1 was get-
ting very sleepy at three thirty a.m. I lay
down on the ground, and sleep came very
quickly. [ awakened shaking from the
cold. It was beginning to get light so 1 got
up. Two or three feet ahead of me was a
drainage ditch, four or five feet wide., A
three—foot stick didn't touch batrom. If 1
had fallen in before deciding to sleep |
might have drowned. 1 couldn’t swim and
| panicked in warer at thar time. [ still do.

| entered the next road [ came to.
Shortly thereafter [ came o a farmhouse
that had three five or six gallon cans of
milk waiting to be picked up. | was tempr-
ed to empry them but was afraid of being
caught and also knew all the hard work of
milking the cows, having grown Up on a
farm. With daylight approaching, it was
time to leave the highway.

| soon came to the Dortmund-Ems
Canal. Barges and boats were going every
few minutes in both directions. Luck was

with me because | spotted a boar shed.
However, it had a padlock. No problem,
the escape kit had a file. It wouldn’t even
make a scratch! Some of the boards were
rotten enough to break. | peeked through
the cracks and it looked like a nice boar
in there. Too bad [ couldn’t get it

Starting north, | came o a bridge a
mile or so away. [ had observed thar there
was very little traffic over the bridge. |

didn’t think anyone on the river would
wonder abour me being there, so 1
witched until the road was clear and
made a dash over the bridee. | could not
see traffic coming from the wesr because
the road turned north,
t was albout noon after | crossed the
bridge. 1 hid o some bushes below the
west end of the bridge uneil 1 knew that 1
had a clear path to the field west of the
niorth-south toad. This was home for some
hogs. Now my hopes of reaching Holland
were perting higher. This was farming rer-
ritory and [ went past some trees and saw
a woman digging potatoes. She ignored
me.

About two-thirty | noticed a man ina
black uniform heading the opposite way,
about two hundred vards to my right. |
tried not to look at him, but out of the
corner of my eye | could see that he kept
glancing at me. Afeer about 10 minutes, 1
came to a pine forest. When I last looked
back, he was still looking at me, | then
ran as far as I could. Again | came back ro
farm land and passed by a village of six or
seven houses.

About a mile farther on [ came to a
river. It was quite wide, perhaps a hundred
feet, but | could see where horses and
wagons had driven through it. | walked
across. It came o the top of my pinks
|officer's trousers]. The warer was cold but
very clear, so 1 filled my bag and put in
purifying tablets,

By now the sun was getting lower and
the ait was cold on my wet clothes. Afrer
about a mile [ came to a field with grazing

cattle. Walking across the field, | headed

for a three-sided foundation of a bygone

shed. Suddenly | noticed a farm wagon
going down the road. Next a farmer was
coming to get the cows. [ was sure | was in

Holland but still was hesitant to be found.

I walked ro the foundation and got inside.

The farmer got his cows and headed west.

He hadn't seen me.

Tlu: TIEATY Oy l'hi.:.' WHEOTT Was mow CoIm-
ing toward me when [ sneaked a look over
the foundation. T started to run bur my
football knee quit on me. The farmer took
off his wooden shoe-now | knew 1 was in
Holland-and was using it as protection in
case | tried to tangle with him.

“Holland-Nederlands? I asked.

%] ﬂ!,“

He had left his 10-12 year old boy in
the wagon. I went with him trying ro say |
wanted clothing and food. 1 was using the
dictionary in the escape kir.

Every answer was “Ja.”

When we gor to the wagon 1 said
*Germany?” and pointed down.

The boy pointed east. 1 must be in
]'[ﬂ]-]ﬂnd. 'rhﬂ'fl..' ]'I.':l'l.! ].'IEE]'[ No Conversation
between the father and boy. I gave the
boy the chocolate bar from the escape kir.
He gave me a green apple. [ ate it. | had
been saving the bar for hard times.

We went back across the river exacrly
where | had waded cut and then to the
village that [ had passed by carlier in the
aftermoon. When we arrived ar the vil-
lage, he mationed me to go with his boy.
[t was almost dark by now. We wenr in
the house. The woman had me rake off

my flying coveralls and pinks, and shoes
Hl'ld Pl.lt th{:l'ﬂ b'!r' tI.'lL' OVET dUU‘T o l.'.i]"!.".
She then fried some boiled poraroes for
me,

The boy just sar and watrched. Finally
some French workers came in, saluted me
and lefr. By this time my clothes, shoes
and sodks were abhout dry Nex, another
Frenchman came in who saluted me and

thanked me in English. His mother was a
Canadian. He said they were all prisoners
of war doing farm labor, He had escaped
twice but had been recaptured. Then he
told me to wait in the houwse and thar the
army was coming to get me. He rold me
we were in Germany about two miles from
the Dutch border. | asked him to help me
escape, that the United States would pay
him.

He wold me not to worry, the U. S. fliers
were in a good camp, no work and there
was a radio. Also, the war would be over
by Christmas, not saying the year. He
saluted and left.

The table was set for three, but the
father didn't come in. About seven
o'clock, a nonGerman captain came to
take me. He had a German Shepherd dog.
We walked for over two hours, but ar least
he had to push the bicycle. At a small
Army post, he turned me over to a corpo-
ral who put me in the side car of a moror-
cycle. We traveled for about 25 miles ro a
larger army post. It was quite a thrill on
narrow, winding and hilly roads with a
blackour head light!

A few days later | was ar Dulag Lufr,
where I mer pilor Ledgerwood face ro face
for the first rime.

New Edition Now Available

First Over Germany
A History of the 306th Bombardment Group

Paperback, 328 pages+ index. 100 pictures.
Order your copy today, while supply lasts. Send check for $35.00 to

Russell A. Strong, 5323 Cheval Place, Charlotte, NC 28205
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Cught by the Camera At Coviieunion

Ben Pelzel, Dr. Thurman Shuller and Bill Houlihan became friends in mid-1942, and observed a 60th anniversary of thar event. It was a long, hard journey from Wendover, Urah
to Covington, Kenrucky, and they were thankful that they could spend a lot of time reminiscing over their hospital, and their fellow docrors and staff who ran the small hospital at
Thurleigh and took care of their 8000 potential parients from 1942 to 1945. The picture below features Ralph Franklin, who got cropped out of a big picture last time. Ralph is on
the lefr, and then comes Marty Lenaghan who is our 2003 reunion chairman, Ralph Bardner 368th, and Daphne Franklin, the other half of our Brirish duo.

* RIVERFRONT/RIVERVIEW ROOMS MAY BE AVAILABLE
AT CHECK-IN FOR AN ADDITIONAL CHARGE.

* PARKING 1S AVAILABLE AT AN ADDITIONAL
CHARGE.

* CHECK-IN TIME AFTER 4:00 P.M.

SAVAN Nmmal'['[()f[

RIVERFRONT
100 General Mclntosh Blvd.
Savannah, GA 31401
Phane: (912) 233-7722
Fax: (912) 233-3765

NAME GROUP/ORGANIZATION 306th Bomb Group Assn,

MAMLECS) OF ADDITIONAL PERSOM(S) SHARING ROOM o=
DATE(S)

SPECIAL REQUEST

SIREET ADDRESS
CITY STATE

ZIP CODE PHONE (DAY)

Flease check the type of accommodalions desired. ARRIVAL DAY/DATE
AlLL ACCOMMODATIONS ARE SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY AT CHECK-IN. TIME OF ARRIVAL

NO. OF DEPARTURE DAY/DATE
ROOMS TYPE OF ACCOMMODATION NUMBER OF ADULTS OVER 17 YEARS
SINGLE: One (1) Person CHECK-IN TIME AFTER 4:00 PM. Accommadalions prior fo that fime wil

$
be handled on o space avallable baosis. Luggage st i il
DOUBLE: Two (2) Persons, One (1) Bed |% SRS
b

CHECK-OUT TIME IS 11:00 A.M.
DOUBLE: Two (2) Persons, Two (2) Beds

Reservations must be accompanied by a guarantee for first nighl's
ladging vio check or credit card,

% Fill in Armericon Express, Diners Club, Carle Blanche, VISA, MasterCard or

For all reservations, please list each guest’'s narne above.

suite rales are available upon request. Please contact
ihe hotel clirectly at (912) 233-7722.

Reservalions rrust be received by

fler the above date, roorms will be confirmed on a
A Gie ond rate avdilable bosis.
2 SMOKING O NON-SMOKING O

Discover Card information below. You will be charged for the firs|
lodging uniess reservalions are cancelled 24 hours prior ta arrival,
CARD TYPE EXP DATE

CARD MUMBER
SIGNATURE

Advance Depaosil. Please include one nighl's roam plus
Deposils are refundable if cancelled 24 hours prior E} ﬂrllia lox.

CHECK ENCLOSED O Amount §
SR e
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